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THE WORLD’S PREMIER FORUM ON AGRICULTURE
AND FOOD SYSTEMS IN AFRICA

Now in its 19th year, the Africa Food Systems Forum (AFSF), formerly known as the Africa Green Revolution 
Forum (AGRF), is widely recognized as the largest African policy and investment platform  on food systems 
and agriculture. Alternating between Rwanda and other African countries since 2022, the next annual summit 
will be hosted by Senegal from  29 August to 5 September 2025. 
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As a land offering a wealth of opportunities, Africa has quickly become a 
top investment destination. Home to 60% of the world’s uncultivated land, 
abundant water resources, a vibrant market that is projected to grow to  
US$2 billion by 2050, and a massive youth and women dividend, Africa is 
drawing investors from all over the planet to transform its agri-food systems, 
ensure food and nutrition security, and create jobs, particularly for African 
youth and women.

AFSF is an impact-focused investment event and an accountability 
platform that brings together key players from the entire food ecosystem 
(policymakers, agri-food industry leaders, innovators, investors, insurance 
companies, impact funds, start-ups, MSMEs, researchers and academia, 
youth and women) every year to shape the continental food systems 
transformation agenda. At the AFSF Summit, African business leaders, 
high-ranking government officials, masterminds behind the latest inventions 
and technology, and farmers share their views on the most promising 
pathways for the future and experiences on what works best in today’s 
rapidly changing world. The annual summit provides space for countries, 
women entrepreneurs, and youth innovators to showcase some of the 
best investment opportunities across the continent to major investors and 
dealmakers, facilitating new investment in Africa. 

Whether in the corridors, cafés, or reserved one-on-one meeting spaces, 
networking opportunities abound at the Summit, allowing participants to 
explore new partnerships, build their contact base, close deals, and raise 
capital to accelerate the transformation of the agri-food sector, create jobs 
for youth and women, and improve the lives of millions of African people.
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Of the 6000 delegates, more than 2000 of Africa’s top leading decision 
makers - including heads of state and agriculture, trade, youth, and tourism 
ministers - investors, financial intermediaries, development partners, 
philanthropists, youth leaders, and CEOs are expected to attend AFSF 2025.
•	 Close to 1,000 industry leaders and visionary speakers are 

expected to share insights on the Comprehensive African Agricultural 
Development Programme (CAADP) agenda, varied and complex 
food and nutrition security faced by different regions of the world, the 
investment ecosystem and opportunities in Africa.

•	 Government ministers, parliamentarians, and fast-rising African 
start-ups and MSMEs will present promising innovative agri-food 
systems policies, pathways and business models.  

•	 More than a thousand African MSMEs will make pitches to investors and 
capital providers about their compelling investment opportunities, and 
close to twenty countries will present large investment opportunities, 
including their Legacy Programs.

•	 The African Dealroom’s interactive mapping will facilitate participants’ 
access to African investment opportunities across all business sectors.

•	 The Summit’s program will be packed with a variety of activities – from 
country- and sector-focused sessions, panel discussions, workshops, 
one-on-one meetings, award competitions, social events, and much 
more – to spark much-needed debate on the continent’s most pressing 
issues and attract participants from multiple sectors and groups, 
especially youths and investors.

•	 The Agri-food Expo and Exhibition area will offer companies, MSMEs, 
start-ups, innovators the chance to exbibit cutting edge technologies, 
equipment’s and innovative solutions that aim to transform food 
production

•	 Connect with a global network of agri food systems leaders and 
innovators to build partnerships that will shape the future of food and 
nutrition security in Africa and around the world .
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You will meet African leaders and learn about 
the food systems continental agenda such 
as CAADP, trade opportunities in the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), 
and business opportunities in food basket 
corridors. 

You will be able to explore the AFSF Agri-
food Investment Forum – an innovative 
marketplace dedicated to structuring impactful 
development ideas and Legacy Projects and 
Programs to ensure their bankability; mobilizing 
development finance and capital markets, and 
accelerating the closure of Legacy Program 
deals, while securing substantial returns in this 
thriving industry. 

The Forum provides an unmatchable platform to 
grow and expand your network as you build 
strong strategic partnerships for successful 
ventures with the full range of players from agri-
food ecosystems. 

You will discover the emerging trends in 
today’s agri-food systems investments and 
financing landscape, raise funding, and do 
business.

You will access the latest knowledge 
products in the industry, digital technologies, 
solutions, and equipment, as well as a list of 
viable businesses, companies, and MSMEs 
to develop business ventures with.

You will partake in great conversation and 
debate (on key issues such as soil health and 
fertilizer use; nutrition and health; youth and 
women in agri-food systems; value addition and 
industrialization; powering agri-food industries; 
innovative finance; sustainable production; climate 
infrastructure development and innovation) that 
will shape the future of food and agriculture in 
Africa. 

JOIN THE AFSF Annual Summit in Dakar 
from 29 August to 4 September 2025!



WHAT TO 
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5 DAYS OF PREMIUM CONTENT shared during 
interactive panel discussions with the continent’s 
high-level policymakers, thought-leaders, and top 
innovators on the CAADP 2026-2035 agenda 
and implementation, the Status of Agriculture 
and Food Systems in Africa report, key policy and 
reforms for the agri-food sector, and much more 

DEALROOM PITCHING SESSIONS by trained 
MSMEs before an audience of investors and 
capital providers.

Attractive, bankable, country-specific invest-
ment opportunities designed as Legacy Pro-
grams and highlighted at the COUNTRIES-
FOCUSED INVESTMENT FORUM
 

INVESTOR PITCHES - Innovative presentations 
from investors and capital providers on the most 
exciting ways to access finance for food systems 
projects and businesses all

Promising, viable investment opportunities in 
Senegal showcased at the HOST COUNTRY-
FOCUSED INVESTMENT SUMMIT 

AGRI-FOOD EXPO AND EXHIBITION, where 
key companies, start-ups and innovators can 
showcase cutting edge technologies, equip-
ment’s and innovative solutions and engage with 
participants 
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LEADING POLICYMAKER’S SESSIONS with
heads of state, government ministers, parlia-
mentarians, and directors of government 
agencies
    

ACCESS and opportunities to CONNECT with 
a curated network of global agri-food systems 
leaders 
  

LEADING INVESTORS SESSIONS with major 
development financial institutions (DFIs); impact, 
infrastructure, and venture capital, private equity 
investors, and insurance companies
 

AN EXCITING PROGRAM of thematic forums, 
sessions, side events, round tables, leadership 
exchanges for young innovators, investors, 
business and development leaders, and farmers

SPECIAL AFRICAN YOUTH DEALMAKERS 
EVENT WITH OUTSTANDING PARTNERS - 
Sponsored competitions to recognize and award 
African youths for their most innovative projects
  

1 DAY OF FIELD VISITS to see and experience 
innovative and scalable youth-led projects and 
enterprises first hand
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B2B and B2C meetings with the most influential 
leaders of the food systems industry in Africa

Opportunities for entrepreneurs to boost their 
brand and company’s visibility.

1-DAY-OFF PROGRAM to discover Senegal, 
the beautiful land of Teranga, its vibrant culture 
and friendly people. 
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WHO ATTENDS 
AFSFS?
•	 Current and former heads of state 

•	 Ministers 

•	 Parliamentarians 

•	 Investors 

•	 Philanthropists

•	 Business leaders 

•	 Dealmakers

•	 Development partners

•	 Investment banks 

•	 Impact funds

•	 Civil society and farmers’ organizations 

•	 Innovators 

•	 MSMEs and start-ups 

•	 Insurance industry 

•	 Youths 

•	 Indigenous people leaders

•	 In-person attendance:  

5,600 in 2023 and 5,180 in 2024

•	 Online attendance:  
10,000 in 2023 and 12,000 in 2024

•	 A community of 60,000 delegates 
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ONLINE RESOURCES
DEALROOM AND INVESTMENTS 
INTERACTIVE MAP
The forum maintains a rich online mapping of 
the main actors addressing the most prominent 
challenge in food systems: access to finance. 

An investment platform
•	 Connecting African projects seeking capital 

with global investors
•	 Connecting African projects to technical 

assistance 
•	 Serving as an agri-food digital marketplace 

for a variety of investors, private and public 
equity funds, private and public debt traders, 
other funds, venture capital, guarantors, and 
trade finance providers.

•	 Providing information to meet investors’ 
requirements for investment (cycles, docu-
ments)

https://agrf.org/resource-centre/

WHAT KIND OF 
STAKEHOLDERS 
ATTEND AFSF 
SUMMITS?
Key Sectors: 
Inputs and fertilizers, seeds, mechanization, 
agribusiness, fintech and digital, logistics, energy, 
climate change, nutrition, health, financial and 
banking, insurance, agricultural infrastructure, 
trade and commerce, youth, and women.

Key financial institutions
Development finance, commercial banks, dev-
elopment banks, investment banks, impact funds, 
export-import agencies, investment boards, 
microfinance institutions, insurance companies, 
and digital finance .
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The interactive map in figures

The AFS FORUM 2024 
Dealroom: Progress Summary

37

$70.8m

49

$125k

197

$4.39m

Total number of SME that 
have received investor inte-
rest by investors asking for 
additional info or requesting 
an introduction

Totol investment need 
under discussion

Total number of in-
vestors actively con-
sidering investments in 
one or more Dealroom 
SIMEs

Amount Closed 
to date

Total number of inter-
actions between SMEs 
and Investors

Total amount of term 
sheets issued

A database of MSMEs and investment 
programs from various African countries 
·	 A curated collection of bankable ideas from 

MSMEs
·	 Countries’ investor-ready programs 
·	 Details for direct contact with program 

representatives in every country and MSME

Various database users 
·	 Investment bankers with portfolios of African 

projects seeking access to a wider investor 
pool

·	 African government agencies seeking FDIs 
for investor-ready projects

·	 Investors seeking capital for their own funds 
or for their investee companies

·	 African companies seeking capital with 
investor-ready documents in hand

·	 Capital seekers reaching out to our global 
network of institutional investors 

If you have wish to have access to or be featured 
on the Dealroom interactive map, please 
contact our team at Afsfdealroom@agrf.org. 
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In 2023, during the AFSF in Tanzania, the AFSF Secretariat 
has introduced an innovative model to support countries in 
structuring bankable, impactful development ideas into what 
is called “Legacy Programmes”, mobilizing development 
finance and capital markets, and accelerating the closure of 
“legacy program” deals, while securing substantial returns in 
this thriving industry during the AFSF annual summit.  

The Legacy Program is a programmatic business model on how on demand 
specific countries could pilot food system transformation at country level 
but focus on youth and women. The design process is launched 8 months 
before the summit. Its main objective is to support countries design a Food 
System Transformation programmatic model that is sustainable, resilient, 
and inclusive, stimulating sustainable social and economic growth which 
will lead to radical transformation of production and consumption patterns.  

In 2024, Government-led innovation drives investment, as demonstrated 
by the Governments of Côte d’Ivoire, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and Zambia 
in the launch of their new major investment initiatives, called the Legacy 
Programs, which together mobilized a total of USD 13.5 billion (Rwanda - 
$1.682B, Sierra Leone - $1.161B, Zambia - 950M and Côte d’Ivoire – 9.8B). 
Countries were encouraged to prioritize ambitious, integrated programs for 
investment and growth, and the AFS Forum served as a platform to market 
them to investors and development partners.

In 2025, seven countries have requested AGRA and AFSF to design 
Legacy programs to be presented at the AFSF 2025: Senegal, Ghana, 
Nigeria, Liberia, Uganda, Malawi, Zimbabwe. Other countries will be also 
invited to present bankable investments at the annual summit. 
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·	 Be a member and partner of the growing community of 
the world’s premier forum on food systems and agriculture 
in Africa working together to accelerate food systems 
transformation and shape the food systems agenda across the 
continent and beyond

·	 Benefit from enhanced media coverage provided by our 
media partners

·	 Learn about the economic impact of Agri-Food Systems 
initiatives and investment opportunities in Africa

·	 Maximize your entity and brand exposure on-site, at the 
annual summit, and across our extensive digital channels year-
round 

·	 Gain access to the African Dealroom Interactive Dashboard 
that facilitates access to African investment opportunities 
across all agri-food business sectors

·	 Discover new and valuable leads on financing opportunities 

·	 Connect with the right decision makers and leaders of the 
regional and global agri-food sectors 

·	 Promote your projects to a broad investor base year-round.

·	 Companies, start-ups, innovators   will showcase their latest 
cutting-edge innovations, equipment’s, and scalable solutions 
at the Agri-food Expo and Exhibition. 

WHY SPONSOR AFSF 2025?
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AFSF Benefits Platinum Gold Silver Bronze Copper Emerald SMEs

$350k 
and 

above

$250k 
and   

above

$150k 
and 

above

$100k 
and 

above

$50k and 
above

$30k $5-10k
	

Year-Round Engagement Benefits

Governance of Forum and Decision-Making Opportunities

Co-Chairing Steering Committee (Multi-year partner only) x x 

Member of Steering Committee (Multi-year partner only) x x 	

Member of AFSF Partners Group (Multi-year partner only) x x x x x 

Thematic Platforms

Co-Chairing Thematic Platform of choice (multi-year partner only) x x x

Member of thematic platforms of choice (multi-year partner only) x x x x x 

Knowledge products development in collaboration with AFSF Secretariat and thematic platform members (multi-
year partner only)

x x x x x 

Provide content for select session at AFSF Summit, through the thematic platforms. (Multi-year partner only) x x x x x

Participate in at least 2 events co-curated with AFSF Secretariat between two summits. (Multi-year partner only) x x x x x

Opportunity to connect with AFSF Forum partners such as the Business Development Service providers and 
benefit from their technical assistance, grant, capital) and linkages with global investors

x x x x x

Deal Room

Member of Deals development and financing Thematic platform x x x x x

Opportunity to submit a curated collection of bankable ideas and investments from  high potential SMEs and from  
Government  at the annual summit.

x x x x x

Attend the Agri-food Systems Investment Forum and  connect with key investors x x x x x

Communications

Member of AFSF Communications working Group (multi-year partner only) x x x x x

Logo Placement on Website and AFSF Collaterals x x x x x x x

Platinum Silver Copper EmeraldGold Bronze SMEs

AFSF Benefits
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Platinum Gold Silver Bronze Copper Emerald SMEs

$350k 
and 

above

$250k 
and   

above

$150k 
and 

above

$100k 
and 

above

$50k and 
above

$30k $5-10k
	

Annual Summit Benefits

Registration Passes (Max 20) (Max 15) (Max 10) (Max 8) (Max 5) (Max 3) (Max 2)

VVIP and VIP Passes 6 5 4 3 2 1 1

Delegate Passes 14 10 6 5 3 2 1

Program and Speaker Opportunities

No. of Speaking opportunities (Session(s) to be identified) 6 5 4 3 2 1 1

Opportunity to co-host one (1) self-organized side event with a minimum of 3 AFSF partners x x x x 

Opportunity for co-host one (1) off-program session x x x x x 

Exhibition

Complimentary Digital Exhibition opportunity 6hrs p/d 4hrs p/d 3hrs p/d 2hrsp/d 1hr p/d

Physical Exhibition Booth (6mX6m) x x x 

Opportunity to select the preferred location for the exhibition booth x x 

Physical Exhibition Booth (3mX3m) x x 

Physical Exhibition Booth (2mX2m) x 

Exhibition shelf x 

Communication, Digital and Media Opportunities

Amplification of your institutional thought leadership in food systems on AFSF communications platforms x x x x 

Continuous visibility on AFS Forum Communication platforms and
channels

x x x x x

Arranged media opportunities on key AFSF partners channel (CNBC, BBC, France 24, ….) and radio x x x 

Virtual Integration: Opportunity to co-host with AFSF live-streamed sessions or webinars for virtual and in-person 
attendees.

x x 

Customized Digital Content: Opportunity to display videos, product showcases, and other dynamic content on 
multiple screens across the venue, as shall be determined

x x x x 

Participation in relevant press events x x x x 
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Platinum Gold Silver Bronze Copper Emerald SMEs

$350k 
and 

above

$250k 
and   

above

$150k 
and 

above

$100k 
and 

above

$50k and 
above

$30k $5-10k
	

Branding and Visibility

Official recognition as a Sponsors/Partners of the Summit x x x x x x x 

Opportunity for exclusive branding in identified Meeting rooms and Tents e.g. Deal room, Lunch tent. Lounge area x x 

Opportunity for exclusive branding on delegates conference gift packs x x 

100-word corporate description in English on the AFSF website x x x 

Logo on AFSF’s website, digital platforms and Summit app x x x x x x x

Logo on the AFSF Partners Wall at the venue x x x x x x x

Logo on AFSF Summit Invitations and Newsletters x x x x x x x

Logo on AFSF Mailers and Adverts x x x x x x x

Logo on Summit badge x x x x x x x



AFSF 2025 - 
EXPO AND 
CONVENTION CENTERS 
FLOOR PLAN
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ABOUT THE 
HOST COUNTRY:
SENEGAL

28 #AFSForum2025    |  Senegal: Land of Teranga
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Senegal remains one of the most stable countries 
in Africa and known as  known as the “Land of 
Teranga.” or “ Land of hospitality”  meaning “the 
land of hospitality,”  . The 2025 AFSF host country 
made history by electing the youngest president 
in Africa’s annals in 2024 with a vision centered 
on youth. The country’s leadership  through the 
vision 2050 intends to inspire a wave of youthful 
participation in agri-food systems transformation 
across Africa. 

The country remains one of the fastest growing 
economies on the continent.   In 2025 economic 
growth is expected to reach 7% as the West 
African nation began exporting oil and gas. 
Agriculture is an important economic sector 
for Senegal, contributing to 15% of GDP and 
a key lever of the country Food Souveraignity 

Plan.  Agriculture including Agro industry is one 
of the main pillar of the country’s vision 2050. 
The sector is expected to maintain its growth 
with robust reforms and government support 
measures (quality inputs, fertilizers, etc.).

The overall Vision of the Food Security Strategy 
of Senegal 2026-2035 is to ensure the food 
and nutritional sovereignty of Senegal by 
making “SENEGAL a true sub-regional, modern 
and competitive agricultural power” capable 
of creating attractive and sustainable jobs, 
especially for young people, and exporting its 
products to the rest of the world.  

The National Strategy is to build a resilient and 
sustainable food system through: 
(Strategic Objective 1) Increase agricultural 
production, the production and resilience of 
the farming systems (Strategic Objective 
2) Improve agricultural value addition and 
marketing; (Strategic Objective 3) Strengthen 
research, extension service and agricultural 
value chains finance (Strategic Objective 4) 
Improve the governance of the sector 

Through various programs initiatives and legacy 
programs such as the Community Agricultural 
Cooperative (CAC), Large Irrigated Programs 
of Senegal, Agri-innovation hubs projects 
amongst others, the country intends to transform 
its food systems by 2035 and reduce its food 
import bill. 

Sergey-73 / Shutterstock.com
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WHAT WE DO 

1.	 Agenda Setting: We serve as a platform for identifying, defining, and 
taking action on national, regional, and continental-level priorities 
to accelerate progress achieved by a broad cross-section of 
stakeholders through a shared vision and coordination.

2.	 Evidence-based Policy Reform: We advocate and promote evidence-
based policy reforms to unlock growth potential across the continent to 
transform agriculture and food systems.

3.	 Investment Facilitation and Finance: We build and advance the 
pipeline of agri-investment opportunities across the continent to 
mobilize new private sector investments at all levels – small, medium, 
and large. 

 

4.	 Knowledge Sharing and Learning: We share strategies, approaches, 
tools, and insights about what does and does not work to inform 
prioritization, replication, and scaling, where appropriate.

5.	 Partnership Development and Coordination: We facilitate efforts to 
forge and advance working relationships across an array of AGRF 
stakeholders to best achieve all other objectives and ensure that the 
community is best driving a coherent vision with effective and efficient 
use of resources.

6.	 Leadership Cultivation: We work with partners to identify, support, 
and cultivate the next generation of leaders who will drive agricultural 
transformation at various levels. 

AFSF is a unique, world premier forum that brings together more than 6,000 stakeholders to take practical action and share 
lessons that will move African food systems forward. The Forum is designed to energize political will and advance the policies, 
programs, and investments required to achieve inclusive and sustainable agricultural and food systems across the continent.
 
Our vision is to scale up the continent’s efforts to build healthier, more inclusive, sustainable, resilient, and equitable food systems that have the 
power to accelerate the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Africa by 2030.
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