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Pathways to recovery and resilient food systems

Session title:

Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Agriculture, Food
Security, and Nutrition in Africa

Session number:

16

Type of session:

Webinar

Day:

Monday, 6 September 2021

Time:

13:15-1415 EAT

No. of participants:

32

Session Organizers:

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

Moderator: Dr. Robert Gouantoueu Guei, FAO Sub-Regional Coordinator
for West Africa
Rapporteur: Abeshaw Gebru, Emergency and Rehabilitation Officer, FAO

Regional Office for Africa

Relevant outcome:

e Investment and policy priorities to support advocacy and
country programming for policy makers and other
decision makers to guide the design and implementation
of COVID-19 response and recovery policies, programme
and investments in the Africa region.

e Share experiences, identifying best practices, innovations
and lessons learnt going forward focusing on emerging
challenges and response, recovery and building resilience

from the impacts of COVID-19 in Africa.

Objectives:

The
recommendations of various assessments of the impact of

side event is to discuss the findings and
the COVID-12 Pandemic on Agriculture, Food Security, and
Nutrition in Africa and to support advocacy and country
programming by policy makers and other decision makers
who are designing and implementing COVID-19 response
and recovery policies, programmes and investments in Africa.
The

understanding of the impact of the pandemic in Africa based

session intends to provide a comprehensive
on an analytical review of available evidence. The keynote
presentation will underline the macroeconomic impact as
well as the impact on agricultural production, livestock,
fisheries, markets, trade, food security and nutrition. In
addition,

programmes/investments are

priority countries for response and recovery

identified based on a

] @D

J  African

Z>0)

2

1

3 IDRC | CRDI

@ v [ 39 120 B
jum IKEA Foundaion o & .2 [GROWAFRICA & €

o

N7 (G CORTEVA \‘lf/]“

wgam HEFER 1dh s Canadi

S @ =usap

ukaid

CGIAR

wf
i 3
AGRF PARTNERS >

g SACAW LI




N AGRF....counar

Pathways to recovery and resilient food systems

composite index analysis. A panel will deliberate on the
implication of the findings and recommendations as well as
highlight promising policy and investment interventions that
can stimulate an inclusive recovery to help build back better
resilient agri-food systems.

Speakers:

(*Name, Title, Organization)

1. Dr.Jean Senahoun, FAO Senior Economist for Africa
Ms. Sara Mbugo-Bhana, Director of the East and Southern Africa Division (IFAD)
Ms. Rita Missal, Recovery Advisor (UNDP)
Mr Antoine-Marie Moustache, Principal Secretary for Agriculture of Seychelles
Dr Theresa Teneh Dick, Deputy Agriculture Minister Il of Sierra Leone
Ms. Elizabeth Nshimbadala, President of PAFO

oUW

Main highlights:
(*For Insights and newsletter. To be based on the theme of the day. Fill in in bullet form)

“The COVID-19 pandemic is estimated to have significantly reduced the 2020 GDP
growth rate in the region, the deepest economic contraction on record, and
increased extreme poverty and food insecurity.” Dr. Jean Senahoun, FAO Senior
Economist for Africa

- “More than half of food consumed in Africa comes from small-scale producers
sourced through SMEs. SMEs play a critical role in the food system, backbone of
the value chain involved in sourcing, packaging and transport of food to
consumers” Ms. Sara Mbugo-Bhana, Director of the East and Southern Africa
Division {IFAD).

- “The priorities to recover from the impacts of COVID-19 include supporting
agricultural productivity growth in vulnerable countries, strengthening domestic
markets, promoting inter-regional trade in agri-food product, inclusive policies to
address the situation of disproportionally affected groups.” Dr. Jean Senahoun,
FAO Senior Economist for Africa

KEY CHALLENGES

- High vulnerability of Africa with already 264.2 million undernourished people in
2020, 97.9 million people in 38 countries in Africa, faced acute food insecurity or
at risk of hunger and required urgent food assistance, the continent with the
highest number of LDCs (Least Developed Countries) and high poverty as well as
an unfolding desert locust crisis in the Horn of Africa;

- Thesocio-economic impacts of Covid-19 such as reduction of GDP ,meaning lower
investment in the agriculture sector, are happening in the context of a continent
already affected by multiple shocks, and not surprisingly leading to a
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deterioration of food security in the short- and medium-term;

- The adverse impacts of COVID-19 affect disproportionally SIDS, SMEs ,and groups
of population such as women and pastoralists;

- For the impact on agriculture production, crop production was overall resilient
but many countries reported drop in production, livestock and fisheries were
seriously affected by the movement restrictions due the measure to mitigate the
spread of the COVID-19;

- Drop inincomes as well as domestic and international food price increases also
meant more limited food access ,which is pushing poverty and rising number of
under-nourished people;

- The priorities to recover from the impacts of COVID-19 include supporting
agricultural productivity growth in vulnerable countries, strengthening domestic
markets, promoting inter-regional trade in agri-food product, inclusive policies to
address the situation of disproportionally affected groups.

INNOVATIONS PROPOSED

- Better policies and finance to support SMEs such as IFAD 127 million recovery
support fund focusing on rural poor to incentivize small holder production,
digitalisation and access to cheap capital for youth entrepreneurs;

- Investments in rural infrastructure including digital infrastructure and solar
power for building back better from the impacts of COVID-19;

- Incentives to register business and tax ease for more SMEs to be formalized in the
economy and ensure better traceability of food in the food system

- Holistic recovery response including transport and market infrastructure, support
to sectors and vulnerable groups as well as strengthen safety nets programme
for vulnerable groups;

- Uptick in agro e-commerce due to the pandemic which was an opportunity to
innovate and digitalize for the transformation of agriculture;

- Assisting in the local production of food items including vegetable and cereals to
reduce dependency on imports.

RECOMMENDATIONS/ NEXT STEPS

- Investments in improving existing digital infrastructure and innovative tools such
as online marketing, digitalization, mobile devices, other information and
communications technologies (IT/ICT) and skills training should be promoted;

- Investments in value addition in agriculture value chains to support local supply
of food, youth employment opportunities ,and alternative source of income;

- Support to local agricultural production, strengthening domestic markets and
promoting inter-regional trade in agri-food product;

- To build sustainable and resilient food and agricultural systems, recovery policies
must be inclusive, particularly of women, youth and other marginalized groups. It

is also important to consider SIDS, LDCs and LLDCs, disproportionately affected
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by the pandemic.
- Toadvocate at the upcoming the UN food summit for more inclusive and resilient
agri-food systems.

Session Summary:

(*To go in final report. Max 300 words. Fill in prose)

The food and nutrition security situation in Africa remains a major concern. According to
FAQO’'s last report on the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI 2021),1
the number of undernourished people in SSA rose by over 44 million over the last year
reaching 264.2 million in 2020. According to a preliminary assessment by FAO, up to 39
million people could be attributed to the economic recession caused by COVID-19.

COVID-19 containment measures have also led to disruptions in the upstream and
downstream food market and supply chains across Africa. The lockdowns, curfews, and
closures of borders, markets and restaurants resulted in marketing difficulties, increased
transportation and transaction costs and affected food availability and demand in some
markets. The COVID-12 containment measures and related panic buying also
exacerbated food price increases in parts, adding to the upward trend exerted by
currency depreciation and persistent insecurity, all reducing food access for the poorest
segments of the population.

In this context, FAO organized a side event to deliberate on the implication of the
findings and recommendations of various assessments of the impact of the COVID-19
Pandemic on Agriculture, Food Security, and Nutrition in Africa as well as highlight
promising policy and investment interventions that can stimulate an inclusive recovery
to help build back better resilient agri-food systems.

In summary, the speakers delivered the following messages:

-FAO provided a comprehensive understanding of the impact of the pandemic in Africa
based on an analytical review of available evidence. The keynote presentation underlined
the macroeconomic impact as well as the impact on agricultural production, livestock,
fisheries, markets, trade, food security ,and nutrition. In addition, priority countries for
response and recovery programmes/investments have been highlighted.

-IFAD presented the key challenges of SMEs due to the impact of COVID-19 ,such as
electricity, financing, limited supplies, unfriendly taxation and barriers for formal
registration. As a response option, IFAD highlighted pro-rural poor 127 million recovery
fund facility to help SMEs to carry the burden due COVID-19 impact, including building
digital infrastructure and solar energy.

-UNDP informed on the socio-economic recovery assessments for various economic
sectors jointly with WB and ongoing in several countries which recommend a multi-

1 http://www.fao.org/publications/sofi/2021/en/
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sectoral sectoral approach for the recovery from the impact of COVID-19 including
expanding infrastructure, social safety net, education and agriculture production.

- The Principal Secretary for Agriculture of Seychelles provided a snapshot of the peculiar
challenges of Seychelles, a SIDS country, due to the impact of COVID-19, which resulted
in a drop in production, servicing and sale of agricultural produce, notably fishery, crop
and livestock. The proposed solution were subsidies to boost local production, safeguard
agriculture sector to allow access and movement, government import of agriculture
inputs and guarantee purchase of fish catch for semi-commercial fishermen.

-Sierra Leone: The Deputy Minister of Agriculture highlighted the key challenges of
agriculture due to the implementation of the measures and polices to mitigate the
spread of COVID-19. In response to these multiple challenges and compound effects of
Covid-19 pandemic, the Government of Sierra Leone provide assistance for the local
production of food items through the distribution of inputs, enhanced access to tractors
and other machineries and strengthen extension support.

-PAFO: PAFO President highlighted the organization support to farmers in terms of
inputs, post-handling and transporting to mitigate the adverse impacts of COVID-19
while advocating for governments to ease movement and leave open channel for
agriculture production and more inclusive policies.

Tweetable quotes with timestamp:
(*For podcast and to go to AGRF Communication for social media. Minimum 3 per
session)

- None

How has the session contributed to the AGRF outcomes?
*(For end of AGRF communique/ Press release. List 3 - 5 top outcomes)

- The session has contributed to a shared understanding of the impact of the
COVID-19 Pandemic on Agriculture, Food Security, and Nutrition in Africa and
share experiences, identifying best practices, innovations ,and lessons learnt
going forward ,focusing on emerging challenges and response, recovery ,and
building back better resilient agri-food systems.

COMMITMENTS

- FAO will work with other key partners to advocate and for informed decision
making for policy makers to guide countries’ response and recovery programme
and investments to address COVID-19 impacts in Agriculture, Food Security ,and
Nutrition in Africa.
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